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Preface 


Few men have had a more profound influence on the Lord’s latter-day 
kingdom than President Harold B. Lee. Born on 28 March 1899 in Clifton, 
Idaho, he began his international service for the Church in the 1930s when 
he was called to work with the Church's security (welfare) program, becom- 
ing its managing director in 1937. In April 1941 he was ordained an Apostle, 
and on 7 July 1972 (following the death of President Joseph Fielding Smith, 
with whom he had served as First Counselor in the First Presidency) he was 
ordained and set apart as the eleventh President of the Church, serving in 
that capacity for a year and a half 

The Teachings of Harold B. Lee brings together a collection of the doctri- 
nal and instructional wisdom from the speeches and writings of this great 
prophet. Extensive efforts have been made to locate every talk that was 
recorded and every article written by President Lee. Nearly five hundred 
published and unpublished sources—spanning a period from 1936, when he 
was president of the Pioneer Stake, to December 1973, when he passed 
away—have been consulted. The intent has been to represent as completely 
as possible the full spectrum of the publicly expressed thoughts and teachings 
of Harold B. Lee. In every way a defender of the faith, he was always anxious 
to teach the doctrines in such a way that no one could misunderstand. His 
reliance on the scriptures is reflected in the teachings found within this 
volume, many of which contain valuable scriptural commentary. 

One of the most rewarding yet monumental tasks in preparing this work 
has been deciding what would and would not be included. Through the help 
of computer technology and much reading and rereading, the compiler has 
tried to eliminate most of the duplication among selections. In order to give 
the reader the best opportunity to follow up on original sources, and to con- 
serve space, all of the sources are listed in the back of the book. Each selec- 
tion in the main text is followed by a four-digit code in parentheses (for ex- 
ample, 73-02). The first two digits refer to the year the quotation was given 
or published; the last two digits refer to the item number in that year. Page 
numbers are given for published sources that are generally available. In cases 
where the talk or article was printed in more than one source, the page num- 
bering from the most readily available source has been used. In the case of 
talks that were unpublished or received limited distribution, no page num- 
bers have been cited. Over the years, four major books were published con- 

ing complete talks by President Lee: Youth and the Church (1945, 1970), 
Decisions for Successful Living (1973), Stand Ye in Holy Places (1974), and Ye 
Are the Light of the World (1974). Youth and the Church has not been cited 
the references, because this book was incorporated in’ its entirety into 
Decisions for Successful Living. Because the latter was distributed more. 
cently and more widely, the reader is referred to that book. 
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In preparing this volume, the compiler w: 
to be taken when passages 
include the talk’s inte 





ware of the care that needs 
ia Nt from their original context, which would 
led audience as well as the historical time 

Thus the reader is encouraged to keep in mind such factors as the Be 
the original audience and the social or political climate at the time (examples 
of the latter would be World War II from 1939-1945, campus unrest and the 
Vietnam War from 1965-1973, and 2 onfchermore, the reader will gain 
a clearer understanding if he or she consid®@P all of the statements on a par- 
ticular subject rather than focusing on just a single quotation. 

___ There are many who have assisted in the production of this book. 
Special thanks are given to Mike Bolander, whose expertise with computers 
Provided important tools to help in arranging and editing. Jeff Brady, Sharon 
Jensen, Scott Ketring, Kathleen Updike, and other students were helpful in 
the gathering, scanning, and typing of materials; their many hours of assis- 
tance have been indispensable and are much appreciated. The compiler is 
also grateful to many colleagues in the Church Educational System who pro- 
vided him with copies of some lesser known discourses of President Lee. 
Thanks are given to Randy Bott, Robert J. Matthews, and Dean Robert L. 
Millet of Brigham Young University , who reviewed all or part of the manu- 
script and gave many helpful suggestions. It is unlikely that this book would 
have been pursued had it not heen for the kind yet continual prodding of my 
friend and colleague Reed Benson. Gratitude is expressed to the staff at the 
Church historical library—particularly Ron Barney, who was helpful in the 
early stages of this project. The compiler is indebted to Brent and Helen 
Goates of the Lee family; they have been very supportive, and have provided 
materials that would have otherwise been unavailable. The editors at 
Bookcraft (particularly Garry Garff) have been especially helpful in the final 
preparation of this volume. I also express deep love and appreciation to my 
wife and children, who have continually supported me and encouraged me 
to complete this work. 

Finally, I am most grateful to President Harold B. Lee, who lived a life 
that qualified him to be an instrument in the Lord’s hands and thus to give 
such inspired counsel as is contained in this yolume, His teachings are timely 
and of inestimable worth, Of him it was said: “His leadership . .., his force- 
ful nature, and his sound judgment . . . made him one of the apostles most 
listened to and one whose influence and advice were most respected. He had 
an evident spiritual stature which commended him to the members of the 
Church as one of the great men of our time.” (W. Grant Bangerter, “A 
Special Moment in Church History,” Ensign 7 [November 197]: 26.) In he 
words of President Spencer W. Kimball, “Among our generations has wal 
one of God's most noble, powerful, committed, and foreordained giant red= 
woods—President Harold B. Lee” ("A Giant of a Man,” Ensign 4 (February 
1974]; 87). _ 
























Chastity and 
| Dating 










The Law of Chastity 


The rewards are great for those who keep themselves morally 
. To the end that man and woman might be brought together in 
sacred marriage relationship, whereby earthly bodies are prepared 
tabernacles for heavenly spirits, the Lord has placed within the 
t of every young man and every young woman a desire for associ- 
on with each other. These are sacred and holy impulses but 
usly powerful. Lest life be valued too cheaply or these life 
prostituted to the mere gratification of human passions, 
foremost in the category of serious crimes against 
ed in the Ten Commandments, first, murder, and 
at, sexual impurity. “Thou shalt not kill! Thou shalt 
tery!” (See Exodus 20:13-14. tan in his diabolical 
irl in her youth, by scanty or improper dress 

flame of passion of her youthful boy com- 

and likewise would prompt the lips of the 

tive perdi or obscene tales and to take 












wisdom and thus become a 
you to be modest in your 
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dress and manner and to forbid the evil thoughts that would prompr 
your lips to obscenity and your conduct to be base and unseemly. To 
gain the highest bliss in holy wedlock, the fountains of life must be 
kept pure. The reward for you who keep yourselves clean and pure 
and embark upon the sea of matrimony in the Lord’s appointed way is 
and companionship in home and family that shall last 
forever. Death and Separation are not invited guests at the weddings 
of the righteous who marry according to the Lord's plan “for time and 
for all eternity.” (45-14, pp. 130-31) 





to enjoy a lov 














Live today so as to be worthy of a pure companion. Our job as 
teachers is to look ahead to the crises that are to come shortly in the 
lives of the young people we teach. Maybe that crisis will come 
tonight. It may be a moral decision; it may be a tremendous tempta- 
tion that will change the whole course of their lives. It was President 
Elliott of Harvard who said, “Look forward to the important crises of 
your lives. They are nearer than you are apt to imagine. It is a very 
safe, protective rule to live today as if you are going to marry a pure 
woman within a month. That rule you will find is a safeguard for wor- 
thy living.” Oh, if you could do that with all the boys you teach, and 
have them so live today as though they were going to marry a sweet, 
pure woman within one month. It might make a lot of difference in 
how they would act today. (56-06) 


Youth has a heavenly impulse for companionship. You are now at 
a time of life when the blood of your whole system is crying for expres- 
sion. There is awakening within you, new urges the like of which you 
have never experienced before. . .. One of the most powerful is the 
urge that is put into the breast of every fine young man to seek com- 
panionship with a girl. That isn’t an evil impulse, that is a heavenly 
impulse. 

It is put into the mind of a lovely girl to desire companionship 
with a boy. That is not evil, that is a heaven-sent impulse, the pur- 
pose of which is to bring young people together at the time of life 
when they are seeking for companionship, leading to courtship and 
hopefully to consummate in marriage, in a holy temple marriage. 
(73-06, p. 4) nt 

Together they may build a footpath over which heav 
may be brought into mortality, into the bodies \ 
husband and wife. . 
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Because these impuljes are very strong, Satan tries to inflame 
them beyond their natural bounds, (72-28, p. 322) 

He tries to put into the mind of a young man to be ungentle- 
manly in his conduct with his gitl companion. To tell filthy, obscene 
stories and to take ungentlemanly privileges 

Satan puts in the mind of a gil ta dress in-gn unseemly manner 
scantily clad, and walk with mincing steps to inflame the passions be- 
yond their natural bounds, 





Saran is trying to inflame these people to engage in sexual rela- 
sons our holy wedlock thesin which thea has said is next to 

Clothe yourself with the armor of righteousness. Don't give 
‘way ina moment of weakness, Safeguard that citadel of purity, Your 
touly is the temple of the Holy Ghost, if you will keep it clean and 
pure: (73-06, p. 4) 


Mistakes can blight our future. | feel impressed by something 
that has been siid to repeat an experience. .—an incident that took 
place a number of years ago in Japan, 1 want you to pay particular at- 
tention to a part of this, © show how a mistake in your early life ean 
blight the possibilities of your future opportunities for service in the 
kingdom of God. 

Ic was just after the war; things were rense, We were at one of the 
upper camps where the planes could take off, and within half an hour 
they could be over on the Russian side, We were holding a noon 
tecring with our servicemen. They called on a young man to speak 
first. He announced his text from the prayer of the Master when He 
prayed for His disciples: "I pray not that thou shouldest take them {my 
disciples) out of the world, bur that thou shouldest keep them from_ 
the evil” Jobn 17:15). Then this lad delivered one of the finest talks 
oon chastity that have ever heard. He closed by saying, "Rather than 
ose my virtue, | would die and have my body sent home in a pine box 
and my dog tags follow after’ 

There was a hush over that audience of servicemen, and then he 
bore his testimony; and as he started to leave the pulpit, he stumbled 
and fell, draped over the pulpit. We lifted him off the pulpic and. 
worked with him uneil he was revived, and then took him down 
the audience, 

As they carried him down, the mission president said 
‘wonder if he has a bad heart.” And I said, " " 
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feeling that there is something quarreling inside of him against what 
he has been saying to us.” 

When it came my time to speak, I said to him, “Now, my boy, you 
have made a profound impression upon all of us. You have said you 
would rather die than lose your virtue. But remember, the devil heard 
you, as we heard you, and if | don’t miss my guess, he is going to make 
you prove that you would give your life before you would lose your 
virtue. You had better be on guard.” 

The group leader took me aside when the meeting was over, and 
he said, “You were hitting close to the mark, because up at the 
Chitose Airbase there has grown up one of the most filthy, rotten 
cities filled with prostitutes to try to entrap our men, and we have 
tried to keep them out of their clutches. But this boy had made a date 
with one of these hussies, as they called them . . .; and we found out 
before he kept the date and said, ‘Now look, we are not going to let 
you keep that date. Think of your mother; think of your sweetheart; 
think of your sisters. Now we will go down with you and help you 
break that date honorably.’” 

This they did, and kept him under their surveillance for two 
weeks. They assigned him to do ward teaching, or home teaching, as 
they call it now; that meant, visit all the inactive boys in the camp. 
And two weeks later they assigned him to talk on the subject of 
chastity: 

So the years passed. We were with President [David O.] McKay at 
the dedication of the Los Angeles Temple. Between sessions I walked 
out to get some fresh air. As I walked up the west side of the building, 
I saw on the upper elevation a young man who seemed familiar to me, 
and I got closer to this young man that I had seen in Hokkaido, 
Japan. As he recognized me, he came running down the steps and 
threw his arms around my neck, and said, “Guess what! They have 
called me to be a worker in the Los Angeles Temple.” 

There was a lump in my throat because I was there at the cross- 
roads when he almost made a fatal step that probably would have 
feited him the right to be a worker in the Los Angeles Temple. 

More years passed, and then I was out at a conference 
lived; and I saw a young couple walking down the aisle, 
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young man because he knew 





sa young father that in the blood of his 
own child there was clean, pure blood. That is the reward that comes 
to one who passes the test, (72-08, p. 102) 


The Lord wants you to stay morally clean. You young people, 
the Lord loves you. He wants to save every one of you, He wants to 
save all of His children. He wants you now in [this] period of your 
lives to_walk clean and upright before Him. If you will do that, one 
day when in holy wedlock, there will be placed in your arms a bundle 
of loveliness that is a part of you-and your dearly beloved companion. 
There will come into that body nothing but clean, pure blood. The 
ecstasy and the joy that you will experience will be beyond all de- 


scription. It takes sacrifice in this day. The devil would have you do 
otherwise. (72-46) 





Ie is fruitless for us to try to enjoin youth to be chaste by merely 
doing as the military have sought to teach, merely because of a fear of 
a loathsome disease if he is unchaste, or as some of our schools would 
teach, merely because of the harm that would thus come to society as 
a result of his unchastity. 

Paul, the Apostle, taught that we must be girded with a girdle of 
uth. What truth shall we be girded with? Our loins must be girded 
with the truth that every handsome young man and every beautiful 
young girl is winged for a heavenly flight. (52-07, p. 912) 


Young women, keep your virtue. A final injunction to woman- 
hood. I think President [David O.] McKay has left us with one of the 
most beautiful messages to point out how valuable you are to a young 
man if you keep yourself a sweet, pure girl. And I wish that every one 
of you could remember this and perhaps get a copy of it, to write it 
somewhere where you could read it every day of your life. And this is 
what he said: 





But there is a beauty every girl has—a gift from God, as pure as the 
sunlight, and as sacred as life. It is a beauty that all men love, a virtue 
that wins all men’s souls. That beauty is chastity. Chastity without skin 
beauty may enkindle the soul; skin beauty without chastity can kindle 
only the eye. Chastity enshrined in the mold of true womanhood will 
hold true love erernally. P 
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Now note this, as he closed his statement 


Th flower bythe roadside that eatches the dust of every traveler 
tot the one to be admires! and is seklom if ever plucked but the eng 
blooming away’ up on the hillside, protected by a pempendicular cli, 
the lower with the vingin perfume, the one the boy will amor risk his 
lie t possess. (Grape Ideals [Salt Lake City: Improvernent Era, 1953], 
p50, 451.) 





Do you girls ger the meaning of that last statement? Don’t be a flower 
by the roadside that catches the dust by becoming a plaything fora 
young man who doesn't appreciate your womanhood. But be like a 
flower blooming up on the hillside, protected by a high clif, with 
your virgin perfume, so that you will be the one whom a fine hand- 
some young man will almost risk his life to possess 

Tsay to you girls—and you men, [hope you listen to this—heware 
of the man who comes to you professing that he loves you and then. 
seeks 10 destray and rob you of the most precious thing you have in 
life. No man loves the git! that he wants to harm, and don't you foe- 
get it. (73-29, pp, 99-100) 








Look for virtue in a companion. To true Latter-day Saint gels far 
is ‘man 






wre to he desired than wealth and hi 
is virtuous, who is honest, 
the gospel. (45-28, p. 651) 





Re the law of Shes pre We must ourselves resolve 
anew that we are going to keep iw of chastity: | if we have 
ade nanikes et bx tort ast Pe pet 
wards the light; and for goodness sake, brethren, don't p | 
‘wonderful opportunity you have as men, as those who may 

with the Creator in the procreation of human souls, 

‘kind of unlawful relationship that will only go 

break the hearts of your wives and your chiki 


‘is ons ye 
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how to keep the law perfeerly knows that he must fire keep his 

wights clean; he must keep his hnbics pure; he mast keep his acts 
free from the taints of sin, Men. who go into military service know 
how important ¢ i to smother the thought before it fathers the un- 


bolyhabie which oftines blostoms into the unholy at. (54-01, pp 








Morality and Modesty 


We can prepare morally for parenthood. All of us are looking 
forward to the day when we too shall have the blessings of parent- 
hood, Wouldn't it bea wonderful thing if we could begin to sense our 
responsibility to the family thar we hope one day to have by preserv- 
ing the good family name of those children yet to he? to think within 
ourselyes, wouldn't it be a wonderful thing if my children and my 
grandchildren could say, like Nephi of old, “l, Nephi, having been 
bom of goodly parents... ,"? And I thought, what a wonderful blessing 
wwe can hestow upon our posterity by deciding early co avoid ramnish- 
ing our life through immoral congluctt (48-03) 


Avoid immodesty. As we s#é the hideous dress standards among 
men and women, as we learn of the terrifying portrayal of filth and rot 
in entertainment places, we say as we said to the brethren last night: 
Never go to any place that you wouldn't take your priesthood with 
you. Stay out of such places. Someone said, when you find a place 
that is labeled "adults only—no children or youth allowed," no adults 
should be allowed either if you would be safe from the pitfalls of the 
devil, We are members whom the Lord expects to be a light unto the 
‘world and to set a standard for the people to seek, 

Now you-sisters, because the world is.setting.a fashion of lewd 
ress that makes for lewd exposure, may I plead with you to keep 
yourselves sacred and not let your dress be an invitation to those who 
tte wicked or those who look with wicked glance upon your person. 
(11-19) 





It seems abundantly clear that to follow the extreme fashions of 
this day is to give credence to the efforts of some who would topple 
“mankind from the pedestal on which we are placed in the divine plan 
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of the Creator. The woman who is too scantily dressed, or immodestly 
dressed, ofttimes is the portrayal of one who is thus trying to draw the 
attention of the opposite sex when her natural adomments do not, in 
her opinion, suffice, Heaven help any woman so minded for drawing 
such attention. (72-02, p. 281) 





Parents and leaders should give early help to the blasé girl who is 
often overpainted and underdressed. She is the picture of an unhappy 
girl whose physical adornments, to her thinking, don’t invite ade- 
quate attention. Heaven help the girl who gets the kind of attention 
she is seeking by being overpainted and underdressed! She will rue 
the day, of course, when she gets the kind of attention her flagrant in- 
vitation is giving. (68-03) 








Don’t underestimate the effect of appearance. Do not underesti- 
mate the important symbolic and actual effect of appearance. Persons. 
who are well groomed and modestly dressed invite the companion- 
ship of the Spirit of our Father in Heaven and are able to exercise a 
wholesome influence upon those around them. Persons who are un- 
kempt and careless about their appearance, or adopt the visual sym- 
bols of those who often oppose our ideals, expose themselves and per- 
sons around them to influences that are degrading and dissonant. 
Outward appearance is often a reflection of inward tendencies. 


(73-29, p. 92) 


Be careful not to sow seeds of disregard for modesty. Because of 
the fashions of the day our young people are persuaded to marry out of 
the Church. They desire a so-called church wedding with much pomp 
and ceremony, some because they prefer a sort of semi-nudity in their 
social life that is not permitted in those who have obeyed the basic 
requirements of the temple which counsel as to modesty in dress- 
Careless mothers who permit even in childhood or babyhood nudity 
or semi-nudity in dress are but sowing the seeds of disregard for stan- 
dards of modesty which if taught and adhered to in her growing-up 
years will prepare a daughter for entrance into the holy and sacred or 
dinances of the Lord. (57-07, p. 408) 





Teach children modesty, If you want to teach girls to be chaste 
you them modesty in their dress; even in their entertain: 
ment you let the dress with which they appear before an audience 
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(er to inspire modesty, You ler little children be immodest, 
and you are only but the seeds that breed the evils about 
morning, May 1 ask you to think of that all the 
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warn (SI 





Proper Dating Patterns 


The purpose of dating is ultimately to find amate. Now, again, 
would have you remember that the purpose of dating which leads to 
courtship and uleimately. to marriage is a soctal process by which 
young people ultimately find their mates in maeriage, Ie is truism 
that we find our husband or wife among that company we frequent 
the most. (69-03, p, 72) 





‘Young women can have great influence on young men. You gitls, 
every man, every boy with whom you associate will be a better boy, 
will be a better man if you keep your ideals and live so thar the radi- 
ance of the influence that you have a right to enjoy will be with 
them. The greatest compliment that could be paid you would be for 
[any] young man [to] say as you meet him, his family, and your family, 
“You made me a betrer man every date I had with you.” No greater 
compliment can be paid to a Latter-day Saint gitl than that. 

T was interviewing a boy for a mission; and 1 asked him about his, 
own personal cleanliness. He said, “My sweetheart is waiting out in 
the outer room; I want you to meet her. There have come times when 
T might have made a serious mistake; but this gil, my sweetheart, 
whom I hope one day to marry, has always kept me at my best when- 
tver | have been in her company. Thank God for this beautiful gil,” 
hhe said, *who has helped me co be che man T am expected ro be in 
order to fill an honorable mission in the world today.” (70-19) 





Build « proper reputation. It would be well for you young people 
to remember that one of the greatest handicaps you can have in ulti 
‘mately finding a desirable companion in marringe would be to be ln- 
beled among the associates in your crowd as a “loose or easy git,” or 
‘asa “wolf in whose company a young woman never feels herself free 
from ungentlemanly advance, (60-03, p. 71) 
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What makes one truly attractive? A letter was addressed to me 


from a group of boys somewhere in the European theater in World 
War Il 


Here away from the people we have known and loved, God has 
found a new inlet to our souls through which He whispers truths we had 
een prone to forget. ... We think we can speak for the greater percent- 
age of Latter-day Saint servicemen all over the world when we say that 
through this new inlet God has given us through which He whispers 
truths, He has given us the true light of real beauty. A girl is beautiful 
when her virtue cannot be questioned; when her stability and faith in 
the Church are steadfast. A girl is beautiful when she is sincere and 
humble; when she looks upon a child with affection and upon a sufferer 
with compassion. She is beautiful because she has a smile and a cheerful 
word for her associates. Beauty does not lie in the face alone, but rather, 
itis measured by character and the sweetness of her disposition. 





A young man with such ideals as therein expressed has demon- 
strated an understanding that he must bring into courtship and ulti- 
mate marriage a mind and body as pure and unsullied as that of his 
sweetheart who may later become his wife. He indeed is a superior 
person whose thoughts smell of the sunshine, whose passions are hon- 
est and pure, and whose association is inspiring and uplifting. (60-03, 
p Tl) 


There are standards for proper dating. The Lord is standing 
within the shadows, keeping watch upon us. And if we'll just endure 
to the end, keep the commandments of God, keep ourselyes morally 
clean, and fight against the devil as though fighting for your lives, 
you'll be the girls that tomorrow the boys that are worthy of you will 
look to to be the mothers of their children. 

And you girls, don’t yield yourself to the importunings of the man 
who comes to you with a siren voice, professing that he loves you and 
wants to destroy something within you that is more precious than life 
itself, That man isa liar, and don't you ever believe a man 
he loves you and wants to harm you. Never! 

And you boys, be gentlemanly. You have a saci 
when you take a girl out from her mother’s 
And you must be prepared to say when 
brought her back home as clean, as sweet an 
away from your home.” (73-19) 
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Keep high dating standards. If you giels are guardians of the 


xd and you bays are looking for a itt that will help you te 
guard your priesthood, tats the perfect match, because you borh 
have your eyes sine wo God. (73-15) 

You sons awd dau 











ets, pray before you go out on a date—pray 


Church stan j 


ndands that the Lord will help you to come home safely 
(73-02, p. 223 








Seriousness of Sexual Sin. 


It is vital to correctly understand and observe the standards of 
‘moral cleanliness. | once received a letter from 2 young man in mi 
tary service who introduced himself by saying, “If may ler me tell you 
my story. | am a member of the Church now serving in the armed 
forces. ..." He then described certain unclean habits in which he had 
indulged since he was eighteen years of age and recited the advice he 
hod received from secular teachers, contrasted with that of Church 
leaders, as to the rightness or wrongness in his conduct. Then he wrote 





The second problem is our relations (my fiancée and 1) with one 
another when we are together, Ise her rarely, only when Tam on leave, 
«our moments together are so few! Before we were engaged there was 
tio problem, but now when we see each other we find it hard not co 
enjoy ourselves in @ more intimate way. “Petting” isthe term used, Ube 
lieve, but this i our problem and our question: Is it wrong for us, as an 
‘engaged couple, to do this? We don't like to use the term “petting” Ie 
Connotates to us the relation of fellow anda gil who do it merely for 
the stimulation it brings—who do not love each other, but who “pet” 
fo “fun,” ina petting party.» 
1 We find it hard to see any wrong in what we are doing, Are we 
swrong!—and ifs0, why? 








In reply to that lerter I wrote in partas follows: 


My dear brother: 

Since receiving your letter Ihave tried to think how l could answer 
icin such a way a8 to point out to you the seriousness of the wrong think: 
‘ing you have indulged in to justify a conduct which has been condemned 
‘a advised against by our Church leaders fora long as {can remember 
‘As a Church member you should have leased the great fundamental 
teuths concerning the teachings ofthe gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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The purpose of the whole plan of salvation is “to bring to pass the 
immortality and eternal life of man” (Moses 1:39), The planting of a de 
site for sexual companionship is « God-given part of that plan, to be 
served sacredly and solely for the building of the frail footpath over 
which our Heavenly Father might send His spirit children to tabernacle 
here in mortality. For a child of God, and particularly one bearing the 
Priesthood and having been active in the Church, to consider his God- 
given gift of creative powers as a mere plaything or that his association 
with his sweetheart is primarily for the satisfying of his lustful appetite is 
to play the game of Saran, who knows that such conduct is the sure way 
to destroy in one the refinement necessary to receive the companion- 
ship of the Spirit of the Lord. 

You apparently have forgotten the Master's great Sermon on the 
Mount concerning this matter. There He said this: “Ye have heard that 
it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt nov commit adultery” (and 
when He uses the word adultery, if you will read carefully His statement, 
He is talking about all unlicensed sexual relations), “but I say unto you, 
That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart” (Matthew 5:27-28). What He is 
trying to make plain to His hearers is that an evil act is preceded by an 
evil thought. One doesn't kill unless he becomes angry. One doesn’t 
steal unless he covets. Just so, one doesn’t commit sexual sin unless he 
hasa filthy, adulterous, immoral thought, 

When you tell me that you have practiced an unclean habit and 
you find yourself powerless to refrain therefrom, you are but bearing tes- 
timony that your mind is not clean and that you have found yourself 
powerless to control your own habits. Could it possibly be that you are 
shackled as Satan set out to shackle men after he was cast out of heaven 
for rebellion against the plan of free agency? Read again what the scrip- 
tures declared with regard to the mission of Satan: “And he became 

Satan, yea, even the devil, the father of all lies, to deceive and to blind 
men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not 
hearken unto my voice” (Moses 4:4). 

You have raised a question as to whether or not you are licensed t 
indulge in intimacies with your sweetheart after your engagement, 
so than before your engagement. I suppose it would be a sho 
with your kind of thinking if I were to say to you that even a 
marriage you are not to consider your wife as a mere | 
gratification of your lustful appetites. One who has d 
riage is doomed to an unhappy union. No | 
with an understanding of the great 
could ever be happy with a 
nience because he happens to 





(Chasey and Dating ns 


1 wish that this letter could convey to you something of the stron 
feeling that Lhave and che hope tha by this medium L eould bring yet 
understanding on this question which i so vital to your welfare and the 
happiness of your family and your home. [say to you with al the convie- 
son of ay snl that unless you chang Your thinking and cone your 
bad habits and walk a course directed by the teachings of the gospel of 
Jesus Crist, you a doomed co dsappolnement and wo betes in the 
furare years of your life 

My prayers ate with you that you might humble yourself before itis 
too lite and to correct these weaknesses within you before you consumn- 
‘mate marriage; and that from now on, when you ae in the presence of 
‘pure young woman, you wil safeguard her with the realization that even 
a man married does not own the woman he marries, She isto be aé the 
Lord said in the beginning: “a help meet.” She isto be your companion, 
Your partner, your equal. Any man who thinks of his wife as less than 
that, in my judgment, has proved himself unworthy of a pure, sweet 
Latter-day Saint girl (60-03, pp, 68-70) 








Adultery can be forgiven with true repentance. Doctrine and 
Covenants 42:24 says: “Thou shalt not commit adultery; and he that 
committeth adultery, and repenteth not, shall be east out.” This quo- 
tation defines the action that is ta be taken in cases of adultery. One 
Wwho is guilty of adultery and does not repent shall he excommunt- 
cated, which means “be cast out.” If one has committed adultery and 
repents with all his heart and “doeth it no more," he shall be forgiven 
(D&C 42:25), This doesn’ mean that he is forgiven of his sin. It 
means that he is forgiven of the penalty which otherwise would be af- 
fixed, namely, he would not be excommunicated; but if he does it 
Seain, he shall be cast out, oF the penalty would not be forgiven, You 
thust remember that God alone forgives the sin—man may only for- 
sive penalties affixed to the sin. (9/14/67) 


Beware of the aufulness of sin. The more | see of life, the more 1 
fam convinced that we must impress you young people with the awful- 
ness of sin rather than to content ourselves with merely teaching the 
‘way of repentance. | wish that someone could wa you of the night 
‘of hell that follows the committing of a moral sin or of a beastly act. 
(45-10, p, 88) 


‘would harm by thoughtless, unseemly conduct that 


tion and loss of that which is as precious as life itself. 
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must remember that following in the wake of the unholy embrace of a 
lewd woman, whose purposes and motives are evil, there can be noth. 
ing but the condemning thoughts of an offended and guilty con- 
science that will cast a shadow upon the happiness of your home of 
tomorrow, to say nothing of the shocking penalties that follow as a 
blight and a curse upon humanity when God's holy laws are broken. 
Youthful sweethearts who are unfaithful in their conduct toward each 
other in failing to observe a strict moral code before marriage or who 
indulge in dishonest tactics or trickery are only sowing seeds of mis- 
trust and suspicion that become malignant growths, ofttimes requir- 
ing the only treatment society has yet discovered—the serious opera- 
tion called divorce. (45-20, pp. 171-72) 








The adverse consequences of immorality have a ripple effect. I 
read something recently which seemed to strike right to the heart of 
the ugly temptations of immorality among us today: “The principal 
reason for sex deification is loss of belief in God. Once men lose God, 
they lose the purpose of life; and when the purpose of living is forgot- 
ten, the universe becomes meaningless. Man then tries to forget his 
emptiness in the intensity of momentary experience. 

“Sex has become one of the most discussed subjects of modern 
times. The Victorians pretended it did not exist; the moderns pretend 
that nothing else exists.” (Fulton Sheen.) 

The trend of sex education in schools today is towards special 

schools for unwed mothers and birth control to assist unwed mothers 
on relief, yet not one word of the thundered injunctions of the 
Almighty—‘Thou shalt not. 
When we break commandments, we hurt ourselyes and others 
too. The error usually results in sadness, depression, hostility, or with- 
drawal, if we do not repent. We, in effect, diminish our self-esteem; 
we downgrade our roles as sons and daughters of God; we may even 
try to run away from the ultimate reality of who we really are! 

When we sin we become less effective members of the human 
family. In a way, we are the moral equivalent of a typhoid carrier, be~ 
‘cause we may damage others; we may even strike back at the ht 
family in a twisted way for our own failures, and thus 
is multiplied. The unchastity of parents can send 
action that can span the generations, even th 
and rebellion of disappointed children may ta 
absence of love at home causes tipples of re 






















227 








lure. What could 
be more relevant to the needs of the human family than for us to be 
chaste, to develop love at home—in fier, to keep every command: 
ment? (68-13) 





mankind pays an awful price for this kind of fa 


of us; 





Youth who seek after the rapture of the moment will lose the 
peace of years. (70-16) 


Saran uses immorality to destroy the family. Satan’s greatest 
threat today is to destroy the family, and to make a mockery of the 
law of chastity and the sanctity of the marriage covenant. I read 
something just the other day, where someone blatantly had said, 
“What difference does a ring and a piece of paper make in the rela- 
tionship of a man and woman in human relationships?” What a 
tragedy to have that kind of thought thrown before our people! God 
forbid that the young people of this day will ever fall prey to that kind 
of satanic suggestion, because therein is the greatest thrust that Satan 
can have in our day; and anyone who is fostering that kind of dogma, 
we ought to do all in our power to see that he no longer has sway 


among us. (72-21) 

















Parental Responsibility 


Be prepared to answer delicate questions. It is a successful 
mother who, as her little children begin to ask questions about inti> 
mate things, does not push them away, but sits down and answers 
honestly up to the limit of her child’s ability to understand, in order 
to satisfy the child’s curiosity. That kind of confidence between 
mother and daughter will exist until courtship and then to marria 
as the mother wisely guides her daughters through the « 








and motherhood. 
Most important in a home is to have a father who 


his responsibility to his sons when they seek and need an 
cate questions and he too takes time to swer them, m: ( 





Lot 
Parents, stay close to your ch oe o 
your daughters. When they're litt 


them about the so-called 
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begin to ask you questions; little tots about little intimate things, sit 
down and talk to them about the things to the limit of their intelli- 
gence. They will then say, "All right, Mother, that’s fine.” And then a 
litele later when they get in their teenage, they'll come again a second 
time, this time a little more sophisticated. Then they begin to date, 
and where will they come for counsel? If you've done your job, they'll 
come to ask Mother about her counsel on this and that, and on the 
night of her marriage, she'll seek counsel from her mother, not from 
the women on the street. 

And you fathers, be companionable with your boys. Never turn 
Your boy aside when he wants to have your counsel about the things 
that he wants a father to talk to him about, Therein is the safety in 
the home. There's the safety of your young people. Don’t deny them 
that safety, you fathers and you mothers. (73-19) 











Fathers can help boys meet temptations when they come. One 
of the things we must do in teaching our young people is to condition 
them on how to meet a temptation that comes in an unguarded mo- 
ment. 

The one who has the chief responsibility is the father of the boy. 
This doesn’t mean that the father should wake up some moming and 
call his boy to his bedside and in fifteen minutes tell him all the facts 
of life. That isn't what the boy needs, He needs a father to answer 

when he wants to ask questions of a delicate nature. He is hungering 
to know; he is curious about things. 

If his father will be frank and honest, and tell him up to the limit 
of his intelligence as he grows up, that father will be the one to whom 
the son will return for counsel in the years that follow. That father 
will be an anchor to that boy's soul, as the father takes from his book 
of experience lessons that he can give to his son to help condition 
him against the possibility of falling into that fatal trap in an un- 
guarded moment. (72-08, pp. 102-3) 


Moral Issues 









Being chaste does not require detailed knowledge of re 
tion. I had a visit from a woman who was writing a book 
to know if would read her manuscript, and I took a 
on sex, And I said I had no time to read this 
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you read this one chapter?” And it was ‘one of the raciest, most blunt, 


and most plain descriptions that I could possibly read. As | laid 
down she asked, “Well, what do you think of ie?” "Well" I said, "if 


spoke frankly I would tell you that you could never print that kind of 
a book with my consent.” 


She looked a bit startled, She w: 
afterwards, one 








as not pleased. But a short while 
of our sisters took me aside and questioned me he- 
sause I had said this to her friend. And I said, “Well, I have some- 


thing that I heard President Clark say, and I should like to read it to 
you.”. . 








Unchastity is too common. It is in our schools from the grades up. Ie 
'S in our business houses and industrial plants, It is too large a part of our 
ordinary and social lives. Parents are grasping at straws in an effort to 
hold their children. A ery is raised, the Church needs a book on sex, but 
what should such a book tell? 


All that the schools have taught sex facts on . . . all their teachings 








have torn away the modesty that once clothed sex. Their discussions 
tend to make it sometimes seem to make sex animals out of boys and 
girls. The teachings do little but arouse curiosity for experience. 

A word on chastity can begin in one sentence, two words: Be chaste. 
That tells everything. You do not need to know all the details of the re- 
production processes in order to keep clean. Be chaste because God 
commanded it. That is all there is to it. (J. Reuben Clark Jr, in 
Conference Report, October 1949, p. 194.) (68-14, pp. 13-14) 








Sex education in schools is not the answer. We are hearing of 
and reading constantly of the alarming increase of juvenile delin- 
quency and major crimes among the youth, Particularly sex crimes, 
An eminent educator, the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
California, made this statement recently under the subject headi 





“Don’t Saddle Schools with Sex Cleanup.” B le said, ' “A 
spa seem that today’s children need instruction in s 
much as Custer needed more Indians. 
are fed an almost unmixed diet of high- 


Sex, . 
lowed its playwrights and its act 
“So a lot of people are u 
mess up by giving the 
“People are not di 
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crime because they are taught from infancy that crime is evil. The 
only way society has ever found to discourage misconduct is to label it 
clearly as either a crime or sin, or both, and then punish it accord. 
ingly.” 

Then the superintendent of schools conelud 





“Only when we 
adults, in our homes, our churches, our businesses, decide that we are 
going to set a decent example and demand decent behavior from the 
young, will the children start growing up to become the kind of people 
We want them to be, and should have been ourselves.” (Dr. Max 
Rafferty, Salt Lake Tribune, 1964. Copyright 1965, Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate.) How wise the words of this great educator! (65-02, pp. 
496-97) 














Homosexuality is not pure love. When we say love we are not 
talking about the loose use of it, and sometimes love of man to man 
can, of course, be prostituted into one of the ugliest relationships that 
we know, that we call homosexuality. So I define love as the Lord and 
the scriptures have defined it. “If ye love me, keep _my command 
ments” (John 14:15). (69-05) 


The scriptures warn against homosexuality. We have a case 
again—the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. | bring this into your 
thinking because of the circumstances which justified the destruction. 
I suggest that you read Leviticus, the seventeenth and eighteenth 
chapters, and Deuteronomy 23:17, Romans 1:27, and 1 Corinthians 
6:9. The sin that was most abhorred in the sight of God and which 
brought down the vengeance of heaven upon them. This isn’t a pretty 
story, It is one that should strike terror to us as we contemplate similar 
things happening among us today: “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, 
as with womankind: it is abomination. . . . If a man also lie with 
mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an 
abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be 
upon them.” (Leviticus 18:22; 20:13.) He is talking of homosexuality 

and the practice of it, as you can well understand. (54-09) 


Homosexuality can be overcome. | was asked by a promi 
family some years ago to work with a girl who was headed along 
homosexual trail. As much as we deplore the ugliness of 
is among us, both among boys and girls, perhaps to < 
than we hardly realize. And so, yielding ie 
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ood father and mother, I sought with this giel to try to dissuade her 
from a course that she was about to take that would lead her further 
along this trail, and she just sort of laughed at me and she berated her 

because he had snooped into her private affairs. Well, we 
talked and finally she just said, “Well, I can't make up my mind,” 
which meant that she wasn't going to pay any attention to what I had 
said. And later that evening she came and repeated it, “Well, I still 
am undecided,” just sort of smirking about the whole thing. Six 
months went by. 

[I was returning from a] meeting [one day, and] I walked down to 
my office and here was the girl I had had this struggle with, trying to 
dissuade her from her course and it looked like she was so far gone 
that I had about written her off my list of hopefuls at least. Her 
mother had pleaded, “Won't you give her a blessing?” . .. I took her in 
my office and thought I would talk with her a few minutes alone (she 
and her mother had been at loggerheads), and I said to her, “Well, 
now, you say you want me to give you a blessing? Now it would just be 
sheer mockery for me to put my hands on your head until you are pre- 
pared to take me by the right hand and look me squarely in the eye 
and tell me that from this time forth you will never again return to 
this ugly practice.” And she buried her face in her arms and she 
sobbed, “But I love her, I love her so much.” “Well,” I said, “then you 
are just wasting my time and I am wasting yours. There is nothing I 
can do about it.” 

So we talked a little bit more and she cried, and finally she said, 
“Oh, Brother Lee, please, I promise you that I will never do this 
again. I need a blessing, please help me.” With my hands on her head 
I had another experience. . .. [T]he impression came to have her pray 
as soon as I had finished, so I said to her, “Now I want you to kneel 
down and I want you to pray to God to give you the strength to do 
what you haye promised me this day that you will do.” And as she 
buried her face in the seat of that chair, I never heard such a prayer 
from a youth: “Please, Heavenly Father, you know that | want to be a 
wife, and 1 want to be a mother, help me to be a normal, natural 
woman. Father, help me to lick this cursed thing that is about to de- 
stroy my life,” and she just pleaded and she sobbed. 

Well, if you should see the girl today, you would see what Alma 
was when he came out of that three days’ experience . .. , and you 
would see her asa wholly different {person} than the one who looke 
like she was far gone. But there was a spark still there; 
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committed the unpardonable sin. And I was an agent; I was an agent 
of God to give to her some spiritual help to fan the flame thar was 
flickering into a full burning desire to be a true woman. (62-02) 





Transsexuality is a false doctrine. The Lord said: “Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness; and it was so... . And I, God, 
created man in mine own image, in the image of mine Only Begotten 
created I him; male and female created I them.” (Moses 2:26, 27.) Do 
you need anything else to prove the falsity of any such hellish doc- 
trine as this so-called “transsexuality” doctrine of some wild dreamer? 
The Lord created male and female, and He didn’t have a woman's 
soul trapped in a man’s body, or vice versa. (70-18) 


Church members must not be of the world. I want to warn this 
great body of priesthood against that great sin of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which has been labeled as a sin second only in seriousness 
to the sin of murder. I speak of the sin of adultery, which, as you 
Know, was the name used by the Master as He referred to unlicensed 
sexual sins of fornication as well as adultery; and besides this, the 
equally grievous sin of homosexuality, which seems to be gaining mo- 
mentum with social acceptance in the Babylon of the world, of which 
Church members must not be a part. 

While we are in the world, we must not be of the world, Any at 
tempts being made by the schools or places of entertainment to flaunt 
sexual perversions, which can do nothing but excite to experimenta- 
tion, must find among the priesthood in this church a vigorous and 
unrelenting [opposition] through every lawful means that can be em- 
ployed. (72-42, p. 106) 


We should avoid “adult” entertainment. These are certainly 
some sobering thoughts for you men: I agree with the wife who said, 
“You men must put ‘for adults only’ movies out of your life. You men. 
must put ‘adults only’ magazines out of your life. You must put ‘adul 
humor only’ out of your life. These three things alone will d 
you.” Remember what the Lord said, “Thou shalt love the Lt 
God with all thy heart, . .. and with all thy strength, and 
mind; and thy neighbour as thyself” (Luke 10:27). (73- 
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Take a firm stand against bornography. Pornographic literature! 
... Now brethren, this is a thing that we must, as a priesthood, take a 
firm stand against, and do everything within 


‘our communities to see 
to it that by every means within our Power we are going to play down 


of pornographic litera- 


the showing of or the distribution of any kind 
ture, films, or advertisements. (70-26, p. 105) 
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